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Governor Unveils Draft of Long-Range Transportation Plan for Massachusetts

Governor Romney has mapped out $31
billion of investment in atl modes of
transportation in the commonwealth in
his draft 20-year transporsation plan,
unveiled on March 1. The plan, A
Framework for Thinking — A Plan for
Action, is based on the regional priorities
of the state’s metropotitan planning
organizations and regional planning com-
missions.

The pian acknowledges the vital role
that state transportation decisions play in
econemic development. The governor
said that good transportation decisions
can improve the state's national competi-
tiveness, shape housing and commercial
development, and increase the amount of
time spent with family and friends.

“This plan has some very specific goals
for maintaining the commonwealth’s
competitiveness and quality of life)” said
former Transportation Secretary Daniel
A. Grabauskas. “We look forward to con-
tinued cooperation with our partners in
the state legislature and federal agencies
as we move forward with this plan’s
implementation.”

The objectives of the plan are to:

® Significantly reduce the number of
structurally deficient bridges

* De-bottleneck known choke points and
modernize high-crash intersections

* Achieve MBTA “State of Good
Repair”

* Expand transit options

® Contain debt-service cost at or helow
current percentage of total expendi-
tures

The document outlines $31 billion in
transportation prioriries: $24.5 hiilion

“Fix-It-First” work and $6.2 billion in
major roadway, air transportation, and
transit projects over the next 20 years.

One of the top Fix-1i-First pricrities is to
invest more than $1 billion over the next
five years in fixing 600 of the state’s
structurally deficient bridges. At the cur-
rent investment level, the number of
deficient bridges would increase. The
$200 million annual investment doubles
the state’s current funding level.

The Fix-lt-First priorities also include $9
billion atmed at getting the MBTA into
a state of good repair, with station reno-
vations, more than 400 new buses and
trains, track replacements, and an auto-

mated fare-collection system.

Improvements totaling $12 billion are
identified 1o ease traffic at choke peints
at many of the commonwealth’s top 10
accident locarions. This will ease ravel
oy snsior highways, The plan includes

improving beterstate 93 and 95 inter-

changes in Reading, Woburn, and Can-
ton, expanding capacity on Route 3
South, addressing increasing congestion
on Interstate 495, and improving safety
on Route 2.

The plan is consistent with the MBTA’s
forward funding legislation, which was
implemented with the intention of the
MBTA itself paying for operations and
investing in a state of good repair. Future
MBTA expansion, under forward fund-
ing, would need to be paid for by federal,
state, and local sources. The MBTA,
which now relies on state sales tax rev-
enue, fares, and community assessments,
spends roughly one third of its annual
$1.1 billion annual budger to retire its
existing debt, a situation that is con-
tributing to budget problems at the
suthority.

The document states the MBTA can't
sustain its future debt costs. “If we're seri-
cus about moving forward with mega
transit projects, the only way we're ever
going to get those done is if the state gets
involved,” said Sen. Stephen Baddour
{D-Methuen), chairman of the Trans-
portation Committee. “We need to move

B Sratewide Plan cont. on p. 3

:'_MPQ'a_Ctivipies update ... 0ol 2
'ENéﬁ'-prQ}'é{:E in_forﬁjaﬁ:dri Web site . 2
MPO ei’é'c.aions'; . e 3
Termmal A 6§en-s' U ol 4
' Suburban '.mébiiif-y project .. ... 4
- Central .'Artery milestones ... . ... 5
MBTA hus .im;}ro{ré{_nen[s: il 5
'_Me_é'tiﬁg calendar ... ... 6

The members of the Boston Region Metrapolitun Pluroving Osgumization $AP0 ) Lxecuting Office of Transportation and Construction © City of Boston # City of Everett » City
of Neston o City of Salem » Fedeval Highwuy Admingstiations » Federal Transit Adminisration » Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority » Massachusetts Bay
Trunsportation Autherity Advisory Board © Massachusetts Highiooy Deguersment » Migsachusetts Dont Authority © Massachusetts Turnpike Authority © Mcorepolitan Arveq
Planning Cowncil = Regionol Transportation Advisory Ciaesoll = Tensn of Hedferd » Town of Framinghom o Town of Hopkinton



19737507,

e deadline for

Road and Bridge Project
info just a Click Away

Web users can
now access the
latest informa-
L1017y O
MassHighway's
road and bridge

projects across
the common-

e wealth through a
completely retooled Web site and new
Internet services designed by the Execu-
tive Office of Transportation (EQT) and
MassHighway. The updated project infor-
mation and the new Web services, which
were unveiled on March 1, incorporate
informational resources from a number of
‘Internet sites into one shared Web site.
To access the site, visit www.mhd.state
.ma.us/Projectlnfo/f.

In 2000 the Commonwealth and
MassHighway entered into a Memoran-
dum of Understanding with the Massa-
chusetts Association of Regional Plan-

MASS HIGHWAY

ning Agencies (MARPA) in which they
agreed to make project information more
readily available to the public. One of
the Web services accessible on the
updated site is comprehensive informa-
tion on MBTA services that includes a
trip planning feature and schedule infor-
mation for all transit modes that the

META offers.

EOT's Web site also allows Weh surfers
to access information on the Massachu-
setts Aeronautics Commission, the 15
regional transit authorities in the state,
Massport and Logan Airport services, and
various commuter and recreational boat-
ing opportunities, as well as other trans-
portation-related sites. A new online
trucking-permit application is also avail-
able to truckers who want to move loads
over Massachusetts roadways.
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Call for Nomination Papers for MPO Election; Two Seats to Be Decided in May

Now is the time for municipalifies o step
forward if they want to have a vote on
the Boston Region Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organization (MPO). The local-
member election process is underway,
and the MPO is encouraging all of the
eligible municipalities in the region to
ramp up rtheir involvement in transporta-
tion planning by seeking membership,

Each year, one city and one town are
elected to three-year terms in a process in
which all 101 municipalities v the MPO

region can vote,

I this vear's election, members for the
sents pow held by Newron and Hopkin-
ton are 1o he elecred.

The rwo regional members of the MPO,
the Merropolitan Area Planning Council
{IMAPC) and the MBTA Advisory
Board, conduct the election process on
hehalf of the MPO. If vou have questions
about the MPO elections, feel free to
contact Barbara Lucas of MAPC by e-
maii at blucas@mape.org or hy phone ar
1617Y 451-2770, ext. 2043, Election
infurmation may be viewed art

www mapc.orgfwhats_new.

The MPO wants geographic diversiry in
its ocal members and is reaching out o
all cligible parts of the region for candi-
dare municipalities, Though local mem-
hers uct from a regional, not a single-
communily perspective, geographic
diversiy on rthe MPCY s a benefit.
Electuion rules stipulate that no MAPC
subregion, except the Inner Core, can
have more than one seat on the MPO at
a time. So, municipalities from MAPC

Morth Suburban

Planning Councit
Minuteman Advisory Group {NSPC)
on interdocal Coordination

(MAGIC)

kMatroWesl
Growth

hManagement
Commiltes
{MetroWest)

SouthiWest
Advisory
Planning
Commitiee
WA

BELLINGHAM

Three Rivers
tnieriocal Councll
{TRIC}

¥ North Shora
Task Force
(NSTF)

{71 community eligible to run in this election

Current elected municipal member

% Current elacted municipal member:
seat up for election

" - Permanent municipal member

South Shore
g Coalition
(380

subregions currently represented on the
MPQO by members that are not up for
election (North Shore Task Force,
MetroWest, and Minuteman Advisory
Group on Interlocal Coordination) are
not eligible to run this year, All other
municipalities are encouraged to do so.

Naorification of the election and a call for

nomination papers were sent to Munici-
pal chief elected officials on March 21,

Here’s how to run for a seat on the MPO:

¢ (Gather nomination signatures from five
chief elecred officials in the region and
submit to MAPC by 5:00 p.m. on April
20; an official may sign for only one
city and one rown.

* Prepare candidate’s statement.

® Return your nomination materials by
the deadline; they are the source of an
informarional mailing about all candi-
dares sent to all municipalities.

* Participate in the candidates’ night.

* Vore: the elecrion will rake place at
the MAPC annual meeting, 9:00 aA.Mm,,
May 25, at the Sheraton Lexington
Hotel, 727 Marretr Road, Lexingron.

Municipal officials and interested mem-
bers of the public are always invited to
participate in MPO deliberations and
decisions by attending and speaking at
MPC and Transportation Planning and
Programming Committee meetings,
workshops, and open houses. Comments
and input are also welcome at www
bostonmpo.org

M Statewide Plan cont. from p. |

from the planning stage to the construc-
tion stage and get these projects off the
drawing board.”

The plan explains that after Sitver Line
Phase 11 is completed, the Common-
wealth will honor its role in funding
furure system expansion, including the
remaining Central Artery/Tunnel ransit
commitments.

Intermodal centers, freight facilities, air-

ports and seaports, and bikeways are also
addressed in the plan.

More than half of the funding identified
in the document, $15.8 billion, comes
from the federal government, with $10.2
billion from the state’s capiral budget,
$4.4 billion from the MBTA’s capital
budget, and $279 million from other
sources. The plan would give high prior-
ity 1o projects that use federal doliars and

to those with “comprehensive corridor
plans” that would expedite permitting,
create zenes for new housing, and have
strong local support.

Mr. Grabauskas also said the administra-
tion plans to gather feedback during the
next several months and make revisions
hased on that advice.
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New Terminal Opens at Logan Airport

After almost three years of construction,
Logan Ineernational Airport’s Terminal
A opened ta the public on March 16.
The $400 million project consolidates all
Delta Air Lines operations, which
include Delta, Belra Conmnection, Delta
Shuttle, and Song, into one location that
offers unprecedented technologies and
conveniences. All Delra flights formerly
operating out of Terminals B and C are
now operating out of Terminal A.

The new terminal has 686,000 square
feer of space and is comprised of 2 main
terminal building and a satellite building,
which are
connected by}
a 602-foot
underground
runnel with
moving
walkways
that trans-
pOrTt passen-

The terminal’s sateliite gare building has
a flexible plan which can accommodate a
large variety of aircraft types, large pas-
senger areas with expansive views of the
airfield, and a retailffood court. In addi-
tion, shopping and dining options featur-
ing national and regional restaurant and
retailer chains are found throughout the
complex.

Expected to be a national model for pas-
senger- and environment-friendly airport
facilities, Terminal A is Logan Airport’s
first truly sustainable, or “green,” struc-
ture. It is constructed of sustainable
materials
such as pre-
cast con-
crete, wood
panels, and
recycled
products. It
was
designed so

gers between as 1o
terminals achieve a
and parking LEED rat-
fir\g; more Exte_rior and in{erior views of the new Terminal A EEf go;n

_ {artist’s rendering} "
niently. Green
Berween its Building
main build- Council.
ing and satel- The LEED

fite gate
faciliry, Ter-
minal A has
i8 aircraft
gates, giving
Logan a total
of 94 gates.

Terminal A's
main build-
ing has a sleek, light, transparent design,
which includes brushed-meral ceilings
and shattes-resistant glass walls that
allow for expansive views. Although
modern, the terminal’s interiors reflect a
Boston image with imprinted copper-
toned panels in the ticketing hail. In
addition 1o check-in counters and self-
service check-in kiosks, the ricketing hall
has phone hanks, securiry lanes, and a
Delta Crown Reom Club, which provides

a variety of rravel serviges.

rating sys-
tem is a vol-
untary, con-
sersus-
based,
national
standard for
developing
high-per-
formance, sustainable buildings. The sus-
tainability strategies at Terminal A
include—in addition to the use of recy-
clable materials—mnatural lighting, energy

conservation, and alternative fuel utiliza-
tion.

For more information, visic Massport’s
Web site at www.massport.com.

MPO Celebrates Launch of
Suburban Mobility Project

(On Mazch 18 Boston Region MPQO mem-
bers watched with great pride the launch
of the first funded project under the
MPCY's new Suburban Mobility Improve-
ment Program. Operated by the Worces-
rer Regional Transit Authority {WRTA),
‘ H

A

e R

TLC cerernony in Southborough
the new service, called “The Local Con-
nection” (TLC), was celebrated with two
ceremenies held in Southborough and
Marlborough. The events were attended
by local officials from both the City of
Martborough and the Town of Southbor-
ough, state and federal officials, Boston
Region MPO members, WRTA staff, and
the public.

Funding for the service is provided by the
Federal Highway Administration, the
Commonwealth's Executive Office of
Transportation, and MassHighway
through the Boston MPO’s Suburban
Mobility lmprovement Pragram. This
dial-a-ride, on-demand service will pro-
vide service to residents and commuters
of Mariborough and Southborough, mak-
ing it possible to travel by public transit
to many local destinations such as shop-
ping plazas, employment centers, medical
facilities, and the MBT A commuter rail
station in Southberough. Service is pro-
vided to the Marlborough and Southbor-
ough downtown areas; along Routes 9,
20, and 85; and the area west of 1-493
and south of Route 20 in Marlborough. it
also extends into the Route 9/1-495 area
of Westhorough. The new service is
designed to connect with Local Inter-
Framingham Transit {(LIFT}, particularly
the LIFT 7 route to area malis and down-
town Framingham.

The service operates berween 6:00 AM.

B VWRTAcont.onp. 6
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Central Artery Project
Attains Two Milestones

The widening of
the Central
Artery (1-93)
southbound was
completed on
March 5 with the
addition of a
fourth lane on the Leonard P. Zakim
Bunker Hill Bridge and in the 1-93 south
tuninel. This runnel opened in an interim
configuration in December 2003 so that
work crews could continue to demolish
the old elevated Central Artery and com-
plete construction on the tunnel below.

Owver the last 14 months, there was a
series of traffic shifts on 1-93 scuthbound
as work on the renovation of the former
Dewey Saquare Tunnel continued. With
the full opening of 1-93 southbound, the
highway is now in its permanent

The 1-93 southbound tunnel

configuration, with three lanes of traffic
traveling through the left-hand side of
the Dewey Square Tunnel and a new,
two-lane exit through the right-hand side
of the unnel for traffic headed to 1-90
{the Massachusetts Turnpike} westbound
and Albany Street.

At its widest point, the newly renovated
tunnel handles six lanes of taffic. As
part of the new roadway configuration,
the Turnpike Authority also extended
the high-occupancy-vehicle {HOV) lane
on 1-93 southbound {north of downtown
Boston) more than half a mile from
where it used to end (on the lower deck
of 1-93) onto the Zakim Bridge, and
widened the on-ramp from the Tobin
Bridge to [-93 scuthbound.

MBTA Implements Bus Service Improvements

On March 26 the MBTA implemented a
number of changes to its bus service
hased on comments received as part of its
biennial Service Plan. These service
improvements are designed to provide
more efficient, reliable, and

comfortable bus service. These
iMmprovements COME al N Cost

to the Commonwealth’s tax-

payers, since only very lightly

used bus trips will be discontin-

ued.

The Boston neighberhoods of Dorch-
ester, Hyde Park, Mattapan, Roslindale,
and Roxbury and the cities and towns of
Braintree, Brockton, Holbrook, Milton,
(Juincy, and Randolph h
service. The follow- £ ¢
ing routes have
madified schedules:

ave improved

® #74 now rung
more frequently
on Saturdays.

® #16 now serves
Blue Hill Avenue
and Morton
Street when #21 51
is not operating ~ MBTA bus
on weekdays and Saturdays.

* 277 now runs less frequently during
midday weekdays and on Saturdays.

-

#30 has more service during the mom-
ing rush hour and serves Forest Hills all
day on weekdays.

°

#31, #36, and #39 provide ecarlier ser-
vice to downtown Boston on Sunday
mornings.

*

#37 has more service during the mom-
ing rush hour.

* #33 and #40 run later on weekdays.
* #40 and #50 have new Sunday service.

¢ #40 outbound and #50 inbound have

hourly trips.
* #47 now operates to Dudiey
Station Monday through Sat-
urday, with increased fre-
guency for parts of the day.
* #201/202 has new weekend
bus service linking Dorchester
and North Quincy.
* #211 has new Sunday bus service in
Squantum and Wollaston,
* #7116 has more Sunday bus service in
West Quincy.
* #225 has more
{ moming rush hour

service on Quincy
Avenue.

* #7236 has
improved service to
4 the South Shore
Plaza shopping
mall

* Many bus routes
departing Quincy
Center have later
weeknight service.

* Many bus routes in Braintree, Brock-
ton, Dorchester, Holbrock, Milton,
Quincy, and Randolph now have both
earlier and later service.

MBTA bus fares are still 9C cents, and
free transfers allow two rides for the price
of one. For more information, consult the
spring 2003 {red} printed bus schedules,
call the MBTA at 617-222-3200 {TTY
222-5146), or visit www.mbta.com.

On April 2 the new, permanent connec-
tion from 1-90 westbound to 193 south-
bound opened, dramatically improving
the flow of traffic for motorists leaving
Logan Internarional Airport. Motorists
5o longer have to negotiate a hairpin
turn at the temporary Exit 23, which
often caused backups on 1-90 westhound.
The new connection, via Exit 24 in
Scuth Boston, features a longer off-ramp

with a more gradual turning radius and
handles cars headed to 1-93 northbound
and southhound from both 1-90 west-
bound and South Boston surface streets.

The Central Artery/Tunnel project is
now 96 percent complete and is sched-
uled to be closer to full completion by
September 2005. For more information,
visit www.masspike.com.
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and 6:30 p.M. and 1s on-demand. To
reguest & pickup, call (877) RIDE-TLC
between 9:00 AM. and 3:30 2. M. A one-
way fare is $2.00. For more information,
visit the website at www.ridetlc .com.

For fiscal year 2005, the Boston Region
MPOQO approved funding for the Route
128 Business Council's Anderson RTC
shuttle and the Ipswich summer shuttle.
The MPO is currently reviewing an
application for the proposed LIFT Route
9 in Framingham and Natick. For further
information on the Suburban Mobility
Improvement Program, contact Barbara
Lucas, at {617) 451-2770, ext. 2043, or
blucas@mapc.org.
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